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DunburStation

Travel 447km west of Mareeba, or 256km north
of Normanton, and you arrive at Dunbar
Station, a 380,000 hectare (or 939,000 acres)
cattle property running around 20,000 head of
cattle on the river flats and open sandy forests
of the Mitchell River.

Owned by MDH Pty Ltd, the property is
managed by Peter and Debbie Hagan. The
highly experienced duo have been managing
the station for 16 years.

At Dunbar, late in the dry season many natural
water sources have dried up. Cattle rely on
troughs fed by bores or a few dams for their
water. In some paddocks at Dunbar the choice
of watering points is very limited. This means
there are large areas of good grazing country
which are currently under-utilised, and some
areas around waters that are heavily grazed.

"The paddocks are very touch and go every
year" Station Manager, Peter said.



Grazing pressure is always highest around
permanent water; cattle tend not to like walking
further than two or three kilometres from water.
Using funding provided by the Natural
Resources Investment Program (NRIP), 12
kilometers of polypipe, and three new troughs
are being installed.

"The polypipe has allowed us to have a safe
paddock. We can now move cattle around so
they don't just live off the same water. By
spreading them out it gives them more access
to fresher food" Peter explained.

This isn’t all the work that’s going on at Dunbar;
in addition to work completed through the NRIP
funding, the owners are doing some investment
of their own. To the north of the project work, a
new bore has been sunk, and another three
watering points planned to go in.

All this work will allow station managers the
chance to give heavily grazed country a break,
spreading the grazing pressure out into areas
with large quantities of feed. These watering
points can also be used to move cattle in and
out of different areas, all by turning water on
and off.
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This project is funded by the Queensland Government's Natural Resources Investment Program and supported by Cape York NRM
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