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Transformation of NRM in the Cape York Region
Since its establishment in July 2010, Cape York 
NRM Ltd has been participating in an important 
five year research and development project titled, 
Transformation for Resilient Landscapes and 
Communities, funded by Rural Industries Research 
and Development Corporation (RIRDC). The 
project is working on new and innovative ideas and 
approaches to natural resource management based 
on understanding the ever changing relationship 
between humans and nature. 
Like most rural communities in Australia, many of 
the NRM and sustainability problems facing Cape 
York communities are intractable and have strongly 
interlinked social, cultural and economic as well as 
ecological dimensions.  This leads to what is called 
a ‘lock-in trap’ where deeply entrenched intractable 
problems become resistant to change.  In Cape 
York there continues to be expected and unexpected 
changes in government policies and priorities, health 
and livelihood issues, uncertainties associated with 
climate variability and the future cost of energy, 
spread of invasive exotic species of plants and 
animals, as well as the ongoing consequences of the 
global financial crisis and a high dollar.

The aims of the project are ambitious – they are:
• To build capacity within Cape York NRM and 
with Cape York communities to break out of current 
‘lock in traps’ by instigating and to work through 
intentional transformative change.  The intent is 
ultimately for the people of Cape York to manage a 
transition to a new era of sustainable resource use, 
in a way that recognises the social and economic 
disadvantage, isolation and seasonal nature of 
business enterprise.

• To develop culturally sensitive change 
processes and tools which are appropriate to, and 

give full recognition of, the importance of healthy 
country to the region and the priority indigenous 
communities give to working on country and 
developing sustainable economic opportunities. 
These tools and processes will contribute to a 
practice toolkit which will eventually be shared 
with other regional NRM bodies and with other 
communities around Australia.

So far, as part of the project, the project team has 
worked with the Cape York NRM Board to identify 
major sectors facing intractable problems and 
where ‘lock-in traps’ seem to be in place. For these 
sectors, transformative change is a very real option 
as current approaches are simply reinforcing the 
problem or changing the problem into a different 
problem, making the goal of ‘healthy country’ 
difficult to achieve.   The major sectors identified so 
far are:

• NRM governance generally, but particularly 
indigenous governance and engagement in decision 
making
• The grazing industry
• Conservation 
• Fire, feral animals and weeds

The project team is working closely with Cape York 
NRM and communities to explore change options in 
these key areas of NRM.  

This conceptual framework represents a work in 
progress and is constantly being refined as the 
research progresses.  At its centre is a subsystem 
for adaptive/ transformative governance and 
management which enables structures and activates 
the other subsystems in the Framework.

Researching a Framework for Transformability



Bennetts tree kangaroo near scrubby creek wildlife 
corridor site

By Kiri Broad, Extension Officer (Beef)
Agri-Science Queensland

E-Extension: what does that 
mean?

TeChNologY is everywhere 
around us. 

From televisions and digital music 
players, to the weigh systems we use for 
our cattle, technology is often aimed at 
simplifying our lives. 

Sometimes it doesn’t feel that way 
though, and the term e-extension may 
be one of those that leaves you asking 
“what does that even mean?”

E-extension is simply traditional ex-
tension methods (seminars, workshops, 
field days, fact sheets, etcetera) changed 
slightly and delivered over the internet. 

Not only can you often access these at 
your own leisure, they will usually save 
you money and a long drive as well! 

E-extension is a relatively new con-
cept to many people but has been around 
for a few years, which means there are 
some great activities already running 
that you might like to try out. 

The internet
Most people are connected to the in-

ternet (even if only to receive emails) 
but are you using it to your advantage? 

The internet has a huge amount of in-
formation available to you at the click of 
a button. Using search engines will gen-

erally help you sort through the various 
pages at the start to find the ones that are 
most relevant to your query. If you are 
looking for beef information, you might 
like to try the new FutureBeef page, www.
futurebeef.com.au which contains a wide 
range of industry information for beef pro-
ducers in northern Australia (Queensland, 
the Northern Territory and Western Aus-
tralia). 

Webinars
A webinar is simply a seminar over 

the web. 
To participate, you view a powerpoint 

presentation on your computer screen 
while you listen to the audio on your 
phone (usually a free call). 

Signing up is very easy and generally 
means pre-registering by signing up on 
the internet a few weeks in advance. 

Prior to the webinar a web-link will be 
sent to your email and by clicking this, 
you will be taken straight to the webinar 
page on the internet. 

The number to dial is then shown on 
the screen and you are linked via audio 
to the webinar. Webinars often don’t use 
much internet speed and can be viewed 
on slower internet connections without 
too much trouble. Sign up for the next 
webinar you see advertised to try it out!

 
YouTube and videos: 
It might seem that YouTube isn’t for 

serious videos, but there are plenty of 
great videos out there which can be very 

useful in describing processes, demon-
strating practices and showing results of 
trials in relation to beef businesses. 

These are very useful to help you catch 
up on information even if you missed the 
field day, workshop or farm walk. 

Similar to standard video, there are 
also some videos that are a really a 
slideshow with a voice over. 

These are often created after a we-
binar so that the webinar presentation 
can also be viewed at a later date if you 
don’t have the time to attend the original 
presentation. 

Channels within YouTube let you 
very quickly sort out videos loaded by 
the same person, so that you know they 
will all be relevant to you (like having 
a favourite channel on your television!). 

FutureBeef has a channel at www.
youtube.com/user/futurebeefau which 
has some great information videos cre-
ated by beef extension staff for northern 
beef producers. 

There are many e-extension tools out 
there for you to use and more are being 
created daily which allow you to easily 
access quality information in your own 
time. While they may seem overwhelm-
ing at first, practice makes perfect, so 
start trying them out today. 

* If you would like more information 
or assistance to use these tools, please 
contact the Far North FutureBeef team: 
Kiri Broad on 0428 102 841, Joe Rolfe 
on 0427 378 412 or Bernie English on 
0427 146 063.

Cattle management support 
through E-Extension

Picture: Kiri Broad

Our Mission: Helping people to work together to care for the natural 
environment and to promote the sustainable use of Cape York’s natural resources.

SMAll gRANTS PRogRAM FoR lAND MANAgeRS
Cape York NRM has launched it's small grants program for land Cape York land managers.  The program can 
provide funds of up to $15,000 to land managers including graziers, farmers and indigenous organisations to 
implement on-ground projects that provide improved land management or cultural outcomes.  Small grants can 
be provided for a range of projects, including:

- implementing traditional fire management 
- weeds and feral animal control
- recording, mapping and protection of cultural knowledge 
- planning and implementation of environmental activities

If interested, please contact us to express your interest.  We will be able to provide forms and support for the 
development of applications and projects.  Contact Luke Preece, Program Support Officer, M: 0400 060 110 E: 
lukepreece@gmail.com

Daryl Hill from Soil Save in the Northern Territory recently presented an erosion control workshop for staff from 
the Engineering Department of the Cook Shire Council and local road contractors. 
Daryl is highly recognised throughout Australia for his practical knowledge and experience with earthmoving 
machinery in erosion control, drainage techniques and effectively treating wash outs. Unfortunately the wet 
season hit hard on the day that made practical demonstrations difficult. 
With a bit of improvising participants were shown practical demonstrations on how to slow movement of water 
from roads, through drainage slope and alignment to reduce levels of soil flowing back in to watercourses. 
Trevor Meldrum from Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program also spoke with the group on weed hygiene 
and identification, and how to reduce the spread of weeds along road sides.
For more information contact Andrew Hartwig, Regional Landcare Facilitator on 40695046, mob. 0418 216 300, 
email ahartwig@cook.qld.gov.au

NeWS FRoM 
lANDCARe

 Daryl Hill puts CSC grader operator Ben McMillan 
through his paces on water diversion banks.

Cook Shire Council gangers and foreman at the 
erosion control workshop.

CoNTRIBUTe To The NeWSleTTeR: 
CAPE York NRM are seeking stories and photos for this Newsletter from organisations and individuals promoting 
their activities in Cape York.  Submit your article to media@capeyorknrm.com.au.   
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www.futurebeef.com.au
www.youtube.com/user/futurebeefau
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Extensive populations of sicklepod (Senna 
obtusifolia) exist across Cape York Peninsula. 

It is recognised as one of the area’s more serious 
weed problems on national park, freehold, 
leasehold and unallocated State lands.

The treatment of sicklepod is required during 
the germination period from November to May, 
before the seed heads are fully mature. 

Treatment is often difficult due to prolonged 
wet seasons, access and a long seed life.
Sicklepod workshop

Last year Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service (QPWS) ran a workshop to develop an 
appropriate weed management strategy with 
clear outcomes, set timeframes, and also identify 
areas of particular interest for control priority.

To effectively manage this problem it is 
imperative that a wider, collaborative approach 
is taken with involvement from all relevant 
stakeholders, including representatives from the 
Tropical Weeds Research Centre, Biosecurity 
Queensland, CSIRO, local land managers and 
natural resource management groups - including 
Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program, 
Landcare and South Cape York Catchments.

This workshop resulted in the drafting of a five-
year Sicklepod Management Plan for QPWS 

estates in Southern Cape York Peninsula - from 
the Annan River (Yuku Baja Muliku) National 
Park to the south, and Rinyirru (Lakefield) 
National Park (Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal 
Land) to the east. 

One of the goals of the control program is to 
reduce the risk of infested areas becoming the 
source of spread to areas that are currently free 
of sicklepod. 

The plan gives the department clear direction 
in tackling this difficult weed.
Cape Melville National Park

Sicklepod was found in Cape Melville National 
Park in 2001. 

The ifested area - which is approximately 
2620 hectares, or around 1.5 per cent of the park 
- encompasses the Howick River and Wakooka 
Creek areas.

What has been done?
Treatment began shortly after the first sicklepod 

plant was found in 2001. The only access to the 
site is by helicopter when control operations are 
undertaken. 

For this reason initial treatment used backpack 
spray units. 

However, this was not successful because of 
the large size of the infestation. Helicopters are 
now used to sling quad bikes to the edge of the 
infestation and rangers then spend 5–10 days 
treating the plants. 

Trips are timed to coincide with the end of 
germination, ensuring that the majority of the 
population is treated. 

Budget and weather constraints have restricted 
work. Results from the 2012 trip have shown a 
50 per cent in overall reduction in population 
size from that mapped in extensive surveys 
completed in 2008. 

This is due to a concerted effort by a small 
number of dedicated QPWS rangers. 

For example, in the previous four years some 
patches surveyed to be at least 100m2 are now 
less than 10m2.

Management has included:

• prioritising treatment, focusing on roadsides 
and high use camping areas, to prevent future 
incursions

• restricting feral animals by installing a 
neighbouring boundary fence with Wakooka 
Aboriginal Land, in conjunction with the current 
feral animal program

• restricting illegal access—which is major 
source of weed spread—by installing:

• educational signage about weed identification 
and hygiene practices at strategic locations 
around the park

• surveillance cameras and compliance patrols 
by QPWS

• working with the Traditional Owners, 
neighbours and mustering contractors on 
education and treatment of off-park areas to 
reduce the likelihood of weed spread from these 
areas.

The continued success of this program relies 
heavily on close working relationship between 
all stakeholders including neighbours, Cook 
Shire Council and Cape York Weeds and Feral 
Animals Program.

* For further information about the 
management program, contact Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service on 4069 5777. For 
information about sicklepod and treatment, 
contact Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals 
Program on 4069 5020.

Working together to stop
By Janie White, Acting Senior Ranger, 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

The Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service has been employing helicop-
ter-carried quad bikes in the control 
of sicklepod infestations in remote 
areas of Cape York Peninsula, with 
results showing a 50 per cent reduc-
tion in the problem weed since 2008.

sicklepod spread



By Wendy Seabrook

Cooktown Food Connect (CTFC) is a social enterprise 
supporting local farmers and gardeners to produce tasty and 
healthy food for people living in the Cooktown region. 
Each week we list local produce from our suppliers on our website 
for local people to order. 

Our prices are fair – providing an outlet and income for local 
producers and fresh, healthy (chemical-free) food for our 
community. 

Our customers support the organisations and local growers 
through their membership – helping build the resilience of our 
local food supply and economy. 
We run activities to support growers and link our customers with 
the farming community through farm visits and our program 
developing local cuisine.

CTFC is looking for more chemical-free growers who can supply 
fresh produce to meet the increasing demand for local produce.
Cooktown Food Connect and Leonie Wittenburg from Land 
Care presented an Organic Pest and Disease control workshop in 
Cooktown from April 20 to 22. 

The workshops ran over three days and gave participants the skills 
to identify and control the main pests and diseases of common 
fruit and vegetable crops in the Cooktown region, and produce a 
commercial crop organically.

Janne Stewart and Judy Irwin of Cooktown Food Connect 
with a box of fresh, locally grown, chemical-free produce.

* For further information contact Wendy Seabrook on 4069 
5058 or www.cooktownfoodconnect.com.au or Andrew 
Hartwig, Regional Landcare Facilitator on 4069 5046, by email 
at ahartwig@cook.qld.gov.au or on 0418 216 300.

Social Enterprise Provides 
Healthy Local Food FARM FACTS

Farm Facts is a compendium of useful and 
authoritative facts and figures about Australian 
agriculture, based on fully attributed data from 
independent sources.
It is designed as a fast reference to national and state-
by-state facts about Australia’s farm sector, including 
specific data on Australia’s leading agricultural 
commodities, covering: Beef, Cotton, Dairy, Dried 
Fruits, Grains, Rice, Sheep Meat, Sugar and Wool.
Agriculture plays a vital role in Australia, contributing 
to our social, economic and environmental 
sustainability. 
The full publication can be downloaded or viewed: 
http://www.nff.org.au/farm-facts.html

We have completed the first phase of the Bioregional Assessments for water resources on 
the Cape.  The short project was to collect references and data on all types of water assets in 
the region, then conduct a preliminary assessment of vulnerabilities to potential Coal Seam 
Gas and Large Coal Mining.  
The project was invaluable to us because it helped us understand all the sources and types 
of information that people hold in the region.  The project also enabled us to initiate a 
Geographic Information System, which will be used for mapping for future projects.  We 
would like to express our gratitude to everyone who was involved in this short project.   

     For further information contact Luke Preece,   
   Program Support Officer on 0400 060 110 or lukepreece@gmail.com

Cooktown school grade 2 visited  Keatings Lagoon
Supported by SCYC, Landcare, QPWS and         

Australia Zoo.
A great day was had by all.

Cape York NRM completes the first 
stage of Bioregional Assesments

Congratulations to everyone who participated 
and contributed to a successful Indigenous Ranger 

Conference hosted by the girringun Rangers.

www.cooktownfoodconnect.com.au
mailto:ahartwig@cook.qld.gov.au
mailto:lukepreece@gmail.com


Our Mission: Helping people to work together to care for the natural 
environment and to promote the sustainable use of Cape York’s natural resources.

Community Conservation Meeting 
The Cape York Natural Resource Management Board 
is holding the first of two forums on the 9th October 
to identify conservation issues within the region and 
establish a community based advisory panel. The 
meeting outcomes, through the Conservation Panel, 
will provide an ideal opportunity for the people 
of Cape York to identify and take ownership of 
conservation issues in the region, and directly advise 
local, state, and federal governments on such matters 
in a positive, proactive manner.

The event will be held at the Cooktown Events Centre, 
3 May Street, Cooktown from 9:30am to 5:00pm.
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP. Contact Luke 
Preece, Program Support Officer on 0400 060 110 or 
lukepreece@capeyorknrm.com.au

The Olkola Aboriginal Land Managers recently 
undertook hydrological and geological research and 
biodiversity survey's on the unique mound springs of 
Crosbie Station. To view the short video of the project 

visit https://vimeo.com/47630862

Laura Rangers inspecting the collapsed gallery

By JASON CARROLL, South Cape York 
Catchments coordinator
SIX thousand years of Australia's rare cultural 
heritage can vanish in the blink of an eye. 
The Laura Rangers recently discovered one 
important site of the internationally renowned 
Quinkan rock art paintings had suffered major 
damage. 
Much of the site’s gallery had collapsed, severely 
damaging its ancient paintings and stencils.
While rock art sites have been damaged by human 
activity, the Laura Rangers found most of the more 
than 200 galleries they had documented showed 
some damage as a result of natural processes. 
Termites and wasps build mud nests obscuring 
paintings; dust, water and the leaching of salts 
from the rock can fade and degrade images. 

Quinkan rock art at great risk

The combination of temperature, humidity and sheer age leads to the painted rock peeling off like an orange peel. 
“These are irreplaceable windows into Australia’s past,” South Cape York Catchments project manager Susan Marsh said.
The Quinkan galleries are among the world’s most extensive and ancient rock art painting galleries.  The Laura River valley 
has been home to Aboriginal people for at least 40,000 years. 
During the wet season, they used to camp under rock shelters on the high ground and this is where their rock art can be 
found. “A professional conservator may be able to recover some of the images in the damaged sites, but the costs involved 
will make it impractical,” Ms Marsh said.
The oldest sites will be lost first and without intervention the world-renowned Quinkan rock art will eventually disappear 
entirely. 
The vast majority of Quinkan sites remain unrecorded, their location lost with the artists who painted them. 
Systematic recording of cultural sites by the Laura Rangers will preserve the images for future generations long after the 
original sites have vanished. 
The detailed photography and documentation undertaken by the Rangers provides a baseline for determining how the 
passage of time is affecting the artwork and helps identify significant sites where future conservation efforts would be 
effective and practical. 
Thanks to funding from the Department of Environment and Resource Management’s Land and Sea Projects the Laura 
Rangers can now routinely undertake conservation work to protect and document rock art sites. 
Activities such as removing vegetation rubbing on the paintings, fencing off sites of particular significance to prevent large 
animals from harming the shelters, and improving visitor management go a long way to protecting the sites. 
However, most of the natural damage is beyond their ability to prevent.   
Protecting and documenting Australia's priceless rock art heritage is of vital importance not just for Queenslanders but for 
the world.
* For details email Jason Carroll at catchment@cooktowns.com

The Climate Commission have released a report, The Critical Decade; Queensland climate impacts 
and opportunities. It says, Queensland’s climate is already changing and is likely to change further 
in the future, posing significant risks for the state. The next chapter of the climate story is about how 
Queenslanders, and Australians, can find solutions that minimise the risks of climate change while 
providing extra benefits for our health, community, economy and environment. 
View the report at http://climatecommission.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Queensland-report_final-web.pdf

National Art and Photography 
Competition            

WetlandCare Australia invites artists and 
photographers to enter their 6th annual 
National Art and Photography Competition. 
Help promote wetlands and exhibit your 
work to celebrate World Wetlands Day on 
Saturday 2 February 2013. Visit http://www.
wetlandcare.com.au/index.php?cID=547 for 
more information or call 1800 816 147.

ecological Society of Australia

Ecology in Action Photographic Competition is open. So get 
out your digitals and box brownies, your smartphones & ipads, 
your old slides & negatives and give us your take on Ecology in 

Australia through the images that are important to you. 

Enter in a choice of three categories:
• ‘Out Standing in the Field’ Ecologists 

in Action
• ‘Niches & Hollows: Adaptive 

Behaviour & Australian Biodiversity’ 
Ecology in Action

• ‘Beneath Southern Skies: Unique 
Australian Landscapes’ Ecology in 

Action
For entry details see http://

photos.ecolsoc.org.au/events/photo-

The National Atlas of groundwater Dependent 
ecosystems (GDE Atlas) presents the current knowledge 
of GDEs across Australia, and shows known GDEs as 
well as ecosystems that potentially use groundwater. 
The GDE Atlas is a tool to assist the consideration of 
ecosystem groundwater requirements in natural resource 
management, including water planning and environmental 
impact assessment.
The GDE Atlas was developed by the National Water 
Commission, SKM, CSIRO, Cogha and the Bureau of 
Meteorology with input from every State and Territory 
as part of the Groundwater Action Plan. A key aim of 
the Groundwater Action Plan is to improve Australia's 
understanding of groundwater dependent ecosystems and 
facilitate how they are considered in water management.
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/groundwater/gde/

The PestSmart Toolkit is designed to provide information 
and guidance on best-practice invasive animal management to 
policy makers, managers and implementers.
These products are being developed by the Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centre (IA CRC) as the culmination of 
seven years of research and development over a diverse range 
of projects.
PestSmart will provide comprehensive management 
information packages on several key vertebrate pest species 
including rabbits, wild dogs, foxes, feral pigs, feral cats, carp, 
and tilapia. Information will be provided in various forms such 
as fact sheets, case-studies, technical manuals and scientific 
reports.
Contact Jessica Marsh NRM Liaison Officer - Invasive 
Animals Cooperative Research Centre on jessica.marsh@
industry.nsw.gov.au or visit http://www.feral.org.au/pestsmart/

mailto:lukepreece@capeyorknrm.com.au
https://vimeo.com/47630862
mailto:catchment@cooktowns.com
http://climatecommission.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Queensland-report_final-web.pdf
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php?cID=547
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php?cID=547
http://photos.ecolsoc.org.au/events/photo-competition/2012
http://photos.ecolsoc.org.au/events/photo-competition/2012
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/groundwater/gde
mailto:jessica.marsh@industry.nsw.gov.au
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WEEDS OF 
NORTHERN   
AUSTRALIA

Weeds of Northern 
Australia; a field guide, 
by Nicholas Smith 
will help you identify 
high priority weeds 
threatening Northern 
Australia.  

Featuring 150 species 
this easy to use and up 
to date guide is essential 
for all land managers 
across the north, 
including pastoralists, 
park managers and 
Aboriginal land 
managers. 

To the left is an excerpt 
of the Sicklpod page. 

The book is $25 per 
copy and $3 postage.  
It is available from the 
Environment Centre NT 
website http://ecnt.org/
weeds-field-guide or call 
(08) 83511688.

Cape York NRM host's Qld's 
NRM Regional groups

Cape York Natural Resource Management was host to 
the CEO's and Chairs of Queensland’s NRM Regional 
Groups recently.
The visit provides opportunities for regional groups 
working in natural resource management across 
Queensland to learn from each other, establish working 
relationships beneficial to their own land management 
works and support each other in common challenges.
SEQ Catchments CEO Simon Warner said he was lucky 
to have a chance to spend some time to look at a different 
landscape.
“It’s a fabulous opportunity for regional bodies in 
Queensland to look at similar challenges in pest and weed 

control, water quality and relationships working with 
other organisations and landholders.
“We have a lot in common and lots of different issues, he 
said.
“There is a lot of knowledge in this room and it’s a 
good opportunity to talk to your peers and share our 
knowledge”.
The party visited sites in the region where management 
works are being undertaken by Cape York NRM and their 
partners.
The 14 regions across Queensland work together and are 
supported by Queensland Regional Groups Collective.  
More information can be found at http://www.rgc.org.au/

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority have 
released their Draft Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.

This strategy provides a framework for improving 
biodiversity conservation in the Great Barrier Reef 
Region. It has been developed in consultation with 
Australian and Queensland government agencies, 
researchers, industry representatives and conservation 
groups. 

They are looking for your feedback on a roadmap to 

protect at-risk plants, animals and habitats of the Great 
Barrier Reef.  

The draft Great Barrier Reef Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy aims to improve inshore biodiversity where 
species and habitats are under the greatest pressure from a 
range of threats such as coastal development.  

For more information visit http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/
about-the-reef/biodiversity

Have your say on the biodiversity protection plan

It doesn’t matter if your backyard is an outback farm, a 
suburban veggie patch or an apartment balcony. We want to 
know – how does your backyard grow?!
If you are between 8 and 16 years old, get your cameras 
out and start looking around your backyard. You can enter 
a photo or a short video (<2 mins) and show everyone what 
is unique about your backyard and local environment.
This exciting new challenge gives kids the opportunity to 
explore what is growing in their very own backyards!

Awesome prizes are up for grabs from Canon Australia, 
and a few exciting celebrity judges will pick the winning 
entries!

You can enter as individuals, families, schools, or with a 
youth group such as Scouts or Girl Guides.

Register at www.juniorlandcarechallenge.com.au

Be Natural landcare grants
20 grants of up to $2,500 are available for volunteer 
community groups to work on projects such as 
building local community gardens or creating 
indoor edible gardens within community centres 
while aiming to get more volunteers involved 
across community oriented environmental projects. 
Applications close Friday 26th October 2012.  For 
further information email grants@landcareaustralia.
com.au, call 02 9412 1040 or visit http://www.
landcareonline.com.au/be_natural_landcare_grant

http://ecnt.org/weeds-field-guide
http://ecnt.org/weeds-field-guide
http://www.rgc.org.au
www.juniorlandcarechallenge.com.au


This project is supported by Cape 
York NRM through funding from the 

Queensland Government’s Q2 Coasts and 
Country and the Australian Government’s 

Caring for our Country Programs.

 Cape York Natural Resource Manangement     
  CSIRo Complex   47-49 Maunds Road  Po Box 907  Atherton QlD 4883    

Ph: 1300 132 262           e: jgreenwood@capeyorknrm.com.au

Science Rewired are hosting the Connect, Collaborate 
and Communicate for Change, one day conference in 
Adelaide. They will be exploring the impact of social 
media, crowdsourcing and digital technologies on science 
communication and citizen science on the major social and 
scientific issues of our time. They are bringing together 
science communicators, academics, media professionals and 
digital visionaries for a one day conference of debate, insight 
and education.  Visit http://sciencerewired.org/adelaide2012/

ÆKOS is a system designed to store and collate 
ecological data.
For example, when searching for sites where fauna 
trapping has occurred, data can be selected based on 
information including specifics of the collection methods 
classified by the types of tools, sampling approaches or 
measured variables.
The web portal is the primary means of gaining access to 
any data stored in ÆKOS.
It enables browsing, searching, viewing, retrieval, 
analysis and visualisation of ecological data via a single 
‘point of access’. 
The portal has the twin aims of allowing discovery 
of relevant datasets, and assessment of the fitness of 
their content for new research and natural resource 

management purposes.
The map display in the ÆKOS data portal has recently 
been improved, as a direct result of feedback from users 
of the alpha version that was released for testing last year. 
If you are interested in contributing to the portal 
development, you need to apply for authorisation at the 
ÆKOS website where you will also find a video that will 
help you to operate the portal and understand the concepts 
used. 
Feedback can be given using an e-survey form via the 
Feedback button on the portal.
The public version of the portal is likely to be released in 
December 2012.
http://www.aekos.org.au/eco-informatics_facility

Sidney Myer Fund 
Up to $10,000 is available 
for projects which enable 
Australians to achieve 
educational outcomes. Current 
priority areas are early years (0-
5) and Indigenous education. 
Young people in rural and 
regional communities are also 
a priority.  
Applications are accepted 
on an ongoing basis: www.
myerfoundation.org.au.  

Dive into the largest natural 
coral formation on earth

A joint effort between Google, the University 
of Queensland and the Caitlin group will soon 
allow you to explore into the great Barrier reef 
through any device connected to the Internet. 
Dubbed the Catlin Seaview Survey, the project 
will study how tiger sharks, green turtles, manta 
rays, and other creatures are affected by global 
warming, while sharing the mysterious sea 
views with the world.
The Catlin Seaview Survey will conduct and 
record a diagnostic on the health of the Barrier 
Reef through film and video. 
Four 360-degree cameras attached on Diver 
Propulsion vehicles (DPVs) will be used for 
filming in shallow waters, while robotic subs 
will be used for deeper waters reaching up 
to 100 meters deep. Starting September this 
year, people from around the world will be 
able to visit You Tube, choose a location deep 
underwater ,and go off on an unpredictable 
virtual dive! Visit
http://inhabitat.com/google-dives-underwater-to-
launch-sea-view-of-the-great-barrier-reef/

The Cooktown region 
participated in another 

successful beach clean up this 
year... well done to all.

mailto:jgreenwood@capeyorknrm.com.au
http://sciencerewired.org/adelaide2012
http://www.aekos.org.au/eco
www.myerfoundation.org.au
www.myerfoundation.org.au
http://inhabitat.com/google

