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South Cape York Catchments (SCYC) 
has been working with our community 
since 2009 to identify surviving 
populations of the endangered Northern 
Quoll on Cape York.  
Once common throughout the Cape, 
Quoll populations crashed in the 1980’s 
most likely due to the arrival of Cane 
Toads (which are poisonous to Quolls).
While the Quoll population decrease 
has been dramatic, places such as 
Shipton’s Flat, Black Mountain and 
Lakeland have surviving populations 
that are persisting. 
A photo of a Northern quoll amongst 
the boulders at Cape Melville National 
Park recently sent to South Cape York 

Catchments by a camper may represent 
another important population persisting 
on Cape York. 
It is believed that Cane toads are no 
longer a major threat to these refuge 
populations as they might have learnt to 
avoid eating cane toads.
The cane toad is not the only threat to 
Northern Quolls. 
Quoll populations have also 
disappeared or declined from large 
areas of the Northern Territory and 
Western Australia where cane toads are 
yet to reach.  
Factors such as habitat degradation, 
inappropriate fire regimes, feral cats 
and weeds have been implicated in the 
Quolls demise. 
Late season wildfires (common on 
Cape York) have been shown to be very 

destructive for Quoll populations by 
reducing food availability and changing 
the habitat structure of an ecosystem. 
Consequently Northern Quolls are 
increasingly being used as an indicator 
of well-managed fire regimes. 
SCYC and the Laura Indigenous 
rangers are investigating fire impacts 
on the biodiversity of the Sandstone 
escarpments around Laura. 
The rangers have been using traditional 
ecological knowledge and burning 
practices to promote the health of this 
ecosystem.  

PHOTO: Juvenile Northern Quoll rescued 
from a car by QPWS ranger Chris Wall and 
released at Mt Cook National Park. Photo 
Janie White.

Continued page 2.



Quolls as indicators of healthy country
Contimued from page 1.
According to Traditional owners and long time locals 
Northern Quolls were once common in this area but have not 
been seen for a very long time. 
A Quoll record from these unique escarpments would be a 
great boost to their work. 

SCYC is also working with Traditional owners in the northern 
Wet Tropics to protect biodiversity.  
Species who’s range is restricted to the mountain tops and 
high ridges in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area are 
likely to become one of the first victims of climate change in 
Australia.  
Bana Yarralji Elders are extremely concerned about this and 
are looking at ways to protect the bicultural diversity of their 
country. 
This year in conjunction with the Bana Yarralji rangers from 
Shipton’s Flat and the Quoll seekers network, SCYC would 
like to investigate unconfirmed reports of Spotted Tail Quolls 
on the Big Tableland south of Cooktown.  
If Spotted Tail Quolls were found here this could be 
Australia’s most northerly population of this species. 
SCYC and the Bana Yarralji rangers have been working to 
rehabilitate riparian vegetation to link isolated patch’s of 
rainforest. 

Above: Laura Rangers learnt Quoll survey techniques in April 
2010 from Dr John Winter. Skills they are using with their 
current fire project.

One such site is at Scrubby creek near Cooktown where we 
are improving the connectivity between the rainforest of 
the upper Wet Tropics and the rainforest of the Annan River 
National Park by improving the condition of this corridor for 
animals to move between these two protected areas.  

Work includes weed control, revegetation, fencing and fire 
management.
Scrubby creek has been degraded after years of late season 
wild fires burning into the gallery forest right down to the 
creek. 

The site was covered with a variety of invasive weeds such as 
lantana, snakeweed and sensitive weed. 
Thanks the hard work of the Bana Yarralji  Rangers and 
SCYC over 12 ha of Lantana has been removed.  
By removing these weeds and replacing them with a cover of 
native plants it will prevent further weed infestation at this 
site. 
Currently the site is being transformed into a native stand of 
vegetation that will provide habitat and food for wildlife as 
they move between these two Rainforest communities. 
Sightings of Bennet’s Tree Kangaroos along the creek and 
Northern Quolls close by emphasises the importance of this 
corridor.

How can you help?  
Keep pet cats inside at night. 
Control feral cat numbers in your area and when travelling 
ensure you don’t transport toads to new areas. 
Land managers can also protect Northern Quoll populations 
by creating a mosaic of early burns on their property that will 
avert late season wildfires.  
This will provide refuges, maintain tree cover, tree hollows 
and ensure adequate cover and food supply for Quolls to 
breed and thrive.
Collecting information on the distribution of Northern Quolls 
is critical to the recovery of this species in our region.  If you 
see a Quoll please report your sighting including time, date, 
location (GPS if possible) and observations or photo to the 
Quoll Seekers Network.
http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/quolls/image/quollform.
pdf

This project is supported by Cape York NRM through 
funding from the Queensland Government’s Q2 
Coasts and Country and the Australian Government’s 
Caring for our Country Programs.

Bennetts tree kangaroo near scrubby creek wildlife 
corridor site
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ABC’s Annie Guest writes.
Queensland’s Gulf country 
touted as the nation’s next 
food bowl.

Plans are afoot to capture monsoonal 
rain to irrigate smaller designed 
development projects in Gulf 
country.

The initial trial will be irrigation 
projects for beef and crop 
development on the Flinders and 
Gilbert rivers, both of which flow 
into the Gulf of Carpentaria.

Dreams of northern development are 
not new, but two years ago a CSIRO 
report cast doubt on vast irrigation, 
saying harnessing monsoonal 
downpours was “not supported by 
evidence”.

Regional Development Minister 
Mr Simon Crean says the Federal 
Government has focused the work of 
the CSIRO to come up with today’s 
plan.

Richmond Shire Council Mayor 
John Wharton supports the plan, 
which he says has relevance for 
everyone, “you’ll be able to stop 
eating so much beef from China”.

The Queensland and federal 
governments have announced a $10 
million strategy to trial irrigation 

agriculture projects in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria region that would use 
off-river weirs and water storages 
rather than massive dams.

Mr Crean said, “The science is 
telling us that we can do this 
in a way that addresses both 
environmental concerns and more 
productive capacity, it’s that balance 
that produces the win-win.”
To read the full article visit 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-
12-15/gulf-rivers-eyed-for-nations-
next-food-bowl/3733122

Griffith University’s 
Australian Rivers Institute 
Director, Professor Stuart 
Bunn recently wrote an 
opinion piece for The 
Conversation.

The millenium drought has broken in 
the south, but that hasn’t diminished 
interest in developing the seemingly 
vast water resources of northern 
Australia.

The recent announcement of a 
multi-million dollar study, looking 
at whether the southern Gulf of 
Carpentaria is suitable for more 
intensive agricultural development, 
signals that some in government 
and industry believe this is indeed 
achievable.

There is clearly a compelling need to 
support the aspirations for enterprise 
development in this region, 
particularly among Indigenous 
communities. This development may 
provide a significant opportunity.

Ecosystems in the Southern Gulf 
rely on its water flows.
However, the key question is 
whether such development can 
deliver economic and social benefits 
without degrading the ecosystem 
processes that sustain the region’s 
considerable natural and cultural 
assets. For this reason, it is pleasing 
to learn that the Queensland 
and Federal governments have 
commissioned a significant research 
program to investigate the suitability 
of these systems for agricultural 
development.

However, it is disappointing that the 
focus is only on development. There 
is apparently little attention given to 
potential environmental, social and 
cultural implications.

To read this article visit https://
theconversation.edu.au/using-
northern-australias-water-but-
avoiding-the-mistakes-of-the-
south-4837

Northern waters in a swell of opinion
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Key industry specialists presented information seminars 
aimed at helping producers and consumers understand the 
impact of carbon on their businesses. Westpac teamed up 
with long-term partners Landcare Australia to present a 
series of information seminars.

Discussing some of the legal issues that arise from offset 
projects being developed under the Carbon Farming 
Initiative was Ilona Miller from law firm Baker & 
McKenzie. To watch the presentation visit http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=YtgyJg0hd8c&feature=youtu.be

The links between the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) and 
the Emission Trading Scheme, key factors for investing 
in offset projects developed under the CFI and Westpac’s 

expertise in the NZ emissions market were highlighted by 
Stuart Fredriksson from Westpac Institutional Bank.  Visit 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqRZfctdMyk&feature=
youtu.be to watch the Stuarts presentation.

Past and current government carbon offset policies, the 
development and structure of the Carbon Farming Initiative 
and its regulations were covered by Michael Rooney from 
Greening Australia.  To watch his talk visit http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=_8flpiP6x1I&feature=youtu.be

For further information on all of the seminars visit http://
www.landcareonline.com.au/news/archive/carbon-and-
agriculture-making-sense-of-it-all/

Making Sense of Carbon Farming Initiative

State of the 
Environment Report
Australia State of the Environment 2011 report provides 
relevant and useful information on environmental issues to 
the public and decision-makers. 
Written by an independent committee of experts, the 
report covers nine aspects of the Australian environment 
– atmosphere, inland water, land, marine environment, 
Antarctic environment, biodiversity, heritage, built 
environment and coasts.
For the first time in national environmental reporting, 
Australia State of the Environment 2011 goes beyond a 
descriptive summary of evidence to include graded ‘report-
card’ style assessments of environment condition and trends, 
pressures and management effectiveness. 
It also includes discussions of the drivers of environmental 
change, resilience, risks, and future projections or ‘outlooks’.
Australia State of the Environment 2011 is available online 
at http://www.environment.gov.au/soe

World Wetlands Day is celebrated 
internationally each year on 2 February. It marks the 
anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance in Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February 
1971.

The day aims to raise public awareness of wetland values 
and benefits and promote the conservation and wise use of 
wetlands.  To find out more about our wetlands visit http://
www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/index.html

The Smart Water Research 
Centre will be offering a new course in March, 
Communicating Water Science and Technology. 

The course is designed to inform educators, communicators 
and community consultants about water science and increase 
their ability to present information in a way that captures 
attention and is easily understood. For further information 
visit http://www.smartwaterresearchcentre.com/education-
and-training or email m.harlow@griffith.edu.au

Cape York Natural Resource Management is a community owned organisation helping the people of 
Cape York to build resilient communities and healthy country by supporting natural and cultural resource 

management and economic development such as sustainable agriculture.

The Journal of Ecological Management and Restoration have published a special edition on Indigenous land 
and sea management in remote Australia. 
Articles can be found at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.2012.13.issue-1/issuetoc
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The Australian Year of the Farmer 2012 celebrates the 
contribution farmers make to the Australian economy and 
community.

Farmers, farming groups and agricultural organisations 
across the country are key managers of our natural 
resources and providers of the food and fibre that sustains 
us all. 

Landcare applauds their actions to sustain our fragile 

environment through the implementation of the Landcare 
ethos into their operations by utilising research, knowledge 
sharing and improved sustainable practises and technology.

Their significant contribution to the Australian landscape 
not only helps protect our environment and support our 
communities, but also ensures that our land is cared for and 
protected for future generations.

http://www.yearofthefarmer.com.au/

Carbon Farming Initiative Grants
Farmers will be able to earn additional income by taking 
action to reduce Australia’s carbon emissions, and at the 
same time build resilience within the land sector to deal 
with the impacts of climate change.

$1.68 million is available in grants for Regional Landcare 
Facilitators to help farmers, land managers and Indigenous 
Australians benefit from the Carbon Farming Initiative.

The grants will be used to run information sessions on 
how Carbon Farming Initiative projects work and host 
local experts to share their carbon farming experiences in 
regionally focused workshops.

This information will be relevant to the local region and 
focus on the productivity and environmental benefits of 
carbon farming.

For more information visit the website at www.daff.gov.au/
climatechange/cfi/ or contact Regional Landcare Facilitator 
Andrew Hartwig on 40695046.

Secondary school students from across Australia will 
compete to grow the heaviest sunflower.  
The competition is open to all students from year 8 to 12 
and is designed to encourage the budding agriculturalists 
of the future by demonstrating the science behind plant 
growth. 

The University of Queensland’s School of Agriculture and 
Food Sciences hosts the 2012 Sunflower Competition.
Registrations close on the 14th of February.
For more information visit http://www.uq.edu.au/
agriculture/sunflower-competition

Sunflower competition for budding agriculturists
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By Andre Grant
Senior Project Management and Technical 
Officer 
Centre for Appropriate Technology (CAT) 

Bana Yarralji Rangers celebrated the opening of their 
new ranger base on Kuku Nyungkal country, south of 
Cooktown recently.

The Centre for Appropriate Technology (CAT) have 
been working with the family run Kuku Nyungkal social 
enterprise, Bana Yarralji Bubu Inc (BYB) since 2008 to 
assist in the realisation of a range of on-country sustainable 
livelihood aspirations. 

The cornerstone of these livelihood aspirations is a 
Working on Country Ranger program, which emerged 
since CAT started supporting the group to document their 
ideas and seek funding. 

PHOTO above: Errol Wallace Bana Yarralji Chairperson 
with Steve Monaghan volunteer Architect from Engineers 
Without Borders (EWB) supported by SKM.

It has been a long journey since 2008, seeking funds to 
improve infrastructure on a 14 ha block of Aboriginal 
freehold land.  CAT started with a participatory planning 
session with Bana Yarralji Bubu Inc and rapidly moved to 
securing seed funding for an ablutions block, an Engineers 
Without Borders partnership for volunteers support, 
corporate sponsor Aureco for engineering and construction 
management and trade volunteers through Indigenous 
Community Volunteers. 

During an extended and complex planning approvals 
process spanning 2 years the partners managed to secure 
a further $100,000 through state and federal funding 
programs. Also in this time Bana Yarralji Bubu Inc. 
successfully gained funding through the Working on 
Country program with help from Balkanu Cape York 
Development Corporation.

Over a four-week period, in July and August 2011, eight 
of the Bana Yarralji Rangers assisted the team of six 
volunteers to finally build the ranger base which included 
power and water supply, ablutions, secure storage shed, 
a ranger office building and caravan bays for ranger 
accommodation. CAT project-managed the operation 
alongside Aurecon staff (Nick Macdonald and Caitlin 
Pilkington).  A large number of other Nyungkal people and 
Bana Yarralji Bubu Inc staff were involved in supporting 
the team, ranging from cooking to cultural activities. 

PHOTO above: Fore ground: Patrick Nandy (Nyungkal 
Carpenter), top left Errol Wallace (BYB Chair and Ranger), 
Peter (Alwin) Henry (BYB ranger), top right Hamish 
Banks (Site foreman supervisor and structural Engineer – 
ARUP).

Local Nyungkal carpenter, Patrick Nandy was a critical 
part of the team, leading construction alongside site 
foreman Hamish Banks an ARUP sponsored employee, 
who were supported by Architect Steve Monaghan a 
SKM sponsored employee. A large cast of engineering 
professionals from Aurecon were involved in the two years 
of planning approvals and development in the lead up to 
construction.

This building project showcases corporate social 
responsibility best practice, where a vision held high by a 
remote Indigenous community, translates into action with 
the help of a number of partners. A corporate-community 
partnership was created (Aurecon and Bana Yarralji Bubu 
Inc), facilitated by non-government organisations (CAT 
and Engineers Without Borders), and put into place for 
project planning and implementation of the build.

Reshaping lives of Kuku Nyungkal people through



PHOTO above: Walter Sycamore BYB ranger puts his 
back into it strapping the stud walls in place.

In this case, the Centre for Appropriate Technology (CAT) 
worked with the Indigenous community, Australian and 
Queensland Government funders, while Engineers Without 
Borders helped bring on board in-kind and technical staff 
support from key corporates like Aurecon, ARUP and 
SKM. 

Having culturally and socially-literate non government 
organisations to help draw out corporate resources and 
funding was a great benefit to the Kuku Nyungkal people, 
in terms of helping people on the ground shape a livelihood 
vision for their land out at Shiptons Flat. 

Extreme value for money, in terms of tax payers’ dollars 
being cleverly allocated towards a spectrum of social, 
environmental and economic returns is a key benefit in a 
project such as this. 

With the contributions of volunteers and corporate in-kind 
support, the team managed to triple the value of the project, 
over the original funding, from an initial $50,000 budget to 
close to an estimated $400,000 of added value.

PHOTO above: Final Completed ranger base with ranger 
office, satellite community phone and amenities block.

The important driver for this project was developing a 
sense of ownership and pride through involving the rangers 
in the hands-on building of their own infrastructure.  This 
was definitely achieved but the actual project development 
process culminating in the construction, was in some ways 

more important than the finished physical infrastructure. 
The three years it took to get to ground-breaking stage 
was valuable time that allowed a lot of capacity building, 
mentoring, learning and community development to occur 
all within sight of a tangible goal.  

Finally the leveraging of the high level technical and 
engineering assistance through a partnership of groups 
to support the enthusiasm and energy for action by a 
community group was proven as an effective model for 
assisting the creation of sustainable livelihoods. But we 
also had a really great time and we all feel part of the 
Nyungkal Family now. 

PHOTO above: Left to Right back row first: Caitlin 
Pilkington (Aurecon/EWB), Bill (Indigenous Community 
Volunteers Plumber), Steve Monaghan (volunteer Architect 
from Engineers Without Borders) Jayden Ross (Bana) 
(BYB ranger), Ethan Ross (BYB ranger), Andre Grant 
(CAT), Nick Macdonald (Aurecon Joint project manager). 
Bottom left, Hamish Banks (Site foreman supervisor and 
structural Engineer – ARUP), Dallas (Michael) Rootsey 
(BYB ranger), Scoobie (Ruby) Friday (BYB ranger), 
Marilyn Wallace (BYB CEO), Peter Wallace (BYB ranger), 
Charlene Pootchamanka, Horace Friday (BYB ranger) and 
Matt Doyle (ICV electrician).

Not to rest on its laurels, Marilyn Wallace (Bana Yarralji 
Bubu Inc CEO) is now developing proposals and support 
for a cultural healing program for drug and alcohol 
intervention that will expand the use of the facilities in 
the future. To support this, an on-going partnership for all 
parties is being negotiated. There is much still to be done, 
lets hope this is just the start.

“CAT’s Support has given us the opportunity to 
create a sustainable ranger service business”. This has 
reshaped the lives of our rangers and other Nyungkal 
People. It came at the right time to give us the 
strength we needed,” Bana Yarralji Bubu Inc.  CEO 
Mrs Wallace.

Engineers Without Borders and corporate partnerships
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Edited  by Cape York Media and Events  (07) 40 696 979  amhogbin@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER: 
CAPE York NRM are seeking stories and photos for this Newsletter from organisations and individuals promoting 
their activities in Cape York.  Submit your article to media@capeyorknrm.com.au.   

Extreme weather forecast
The Great Barrier Reef may have escaped the extreme 
weather of last summer however climate models are showing 
above average cyclone activity in Queensland over the 
coming months. 
Dr Claire Spillman from the Bureau of Meteorology said, 
‘During a La Niña, there are warmer waters in the western 
Pacific and regions to the north of Australia, and associated 
changes in circulation help focus tropical cyclone activity 
in the Coral and Timor seas, with slightly above average 
tropical cyclone activity predicted for the coming wet season’ 
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/media-room/latest-news/climate-
change/2011/pre-summer-check-up-for-the-great-barrier-reef

Our Mission: Helping people to work together to care for the natural 
environment and to promote the sustainable use of Cape York’s natural resources.

Queenslanders are invited to nominate their energy, water 
and waste savings projects for the 2012 Premier’s Climate 
Smart Sustainability Awards.
The 2012 Premier’s Climate Smart Sustainability 
Awards will recognise the achievements of Queensland 
communities, schools, individuals, businesses and 
industries in reducing carbon emissions, taking action to 
abate climate change and improve business sustainability.
Projects that deserve state-wide recognition for reducing 
Queensland’s carbon footprint and setting a standard for 
best environmental practice have an opportunity to be 
entered into the awards which include a new category for 
waste reduction and resource efficiency. 
Winners of each category will receive $5,000 to support 
their sustainability projects and be added to the Awards 
Sustainable Leaders honour board.

Visit www.derm.qld.gov.au/premiersawards/

Call for nominations for 
threatened species
Nominations are invited for any species, ecological 
communities or key threatening processes to be considered 
for listing under national environment law.

Threatened species and ecological communities listed 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 are protected as matters of national 
environmental significance.
The conservation theme for this assessment period is 
corridors and connecting habitats (including freshwater 
habitats).

Nominations close 5pm on Thursday, 22 March 2012
Further information, including the nomination form 
and details of the nomination process and guidelines is 
available online at:
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/
nominations

Email: epbc.nominations@environment.gov.au
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