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Our on-ground programs are linked or integrated in a
number of ways. They collectively address a number of the
threats to the regions key biodiversity, coastal environments
and critical aquatic habitats.

The projects bring together traditional and western
knowledge in their approach. The projects also have strong
traditional owner participation in both planning and on-
ground delivery with resulting traditional owner building
capacity outcomes.

The project methodology applies principles of collaborative
practice and collective learning and recognises the diversity
of people and place in Cape York.

In adopting this approach to natural resource management
delivery in Cape York, Cape York NRM will provide
opportunities for people to work together to care for the
natural environment and to promote the sustainable use of
Cape York’s natural resources.

Cape york NRM’s key projects are;

o Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program

»  Southern Wik Initiative: Protecting Critical Aquatic
Habitats

o Cape York Fire Management

o Cape York Turtle Conservation

e South Cape York Catchment Initiative

+ Resilient Communities and Transformational Change

+ Indigenous Reference Groups

»  Cape York Indigenous Engagement

«  Community Skills, Knowledge and Engagement

»  Mitchell River Catchment Biodiversity Assessment and
Action

In the past three months NRM board staff played a role in
supporting the establishment of Indigenous reference groups
to ensure support for local, culturally appropriate action for
the Watson, Small Archer, Ducie, Olive Pascoe River Basins.
These activities reflect the recognition by Cape York NRM’s
Board of Directors of the rights of the Indigenous peoples

of Australia by adopting a governance policy based on the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

Cape York NRM is committed to keeping Cape York
residents up to date on relevant natural resource
management issues. The Healthy Country Newsletter
produced by Cape York NRM has proven popular. Six issues
have gone out in print and electronically to date.

Cape York NRM ‘Healthy
Country’ Newsletter.

Subcsribe at
www.capeyorknrm.com.au













The Cape York Peninsula region covers an area of 137 000
square kilometres. The region supports two large towns
(Cooktown and Weipa) and a number of small Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander communities.

The Region’s population at the last census was 12,689, with

54.7% of the population being Indigenous.

The major economic activities in the region include
mining - the largest sector, together with grazing, fishing,

horticulture and tourism.

Land Tenure (Feb 2011)

Term Leases (Pastoral Holdings) 56.4 81789.314
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lands 7.8 13560.794
National Parks 13.6 19744.808
Freehold (Townships, limited grazing and agri- 9.5 13769.958
culture)

Other Leases (Specific purpose) 0.002
State Reserves (Community purposes includ- 3.9 5598.100
ing Aboriginal purposes, camping and recre-

ation)

Mining Tenures (Mining) 217 3847.484
State Forests and Timber Reserves (Forest prod- 982.810
ucts, grazing)

Roads and natural features (Roads, natural 0.006
features)

State Lands 1.5 2149.525
Other (specific purposes) 1.2 1776.601
Other Reserves 1.3 1832.411
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The Region contains some exceptional conservation
assets, including relatively intact and extensive coastal
dune-fields, wetlands, rainforest, heathlands and river
systems which support high levels of biodiversity that is
found nowhere else in Australia.

A sizeable proportion of land in Cape York is under
Aboriginal ownership or management.

The major environmental threats in the region are weeds
and feral animals, particularly pigs and wild cattle.
Inappropriate burning regimes are also a major concern,
and large portions of the Peninsula burn every year.
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This project is supported by Cape York NRM
through funding from the Queensland Govern-
ments Q2 Coasts and Country and the Australian
Government’s Caring for our Country Programs.




